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I. Name of Property 



historic name Palmolive Building 

other names/site number 




2. Location 





street & number 


919 North Michigan Avenue 


Not for publication 




city or town 


Chicago 


vicinity 




state Illinois 


code IL county Cook 


code 031 zip code 60611 





3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this /s 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 

Register of H 
property 



tone Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 

jneets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered sig: 

nationally statewide locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

"7 " l ~- a -3 



Signature of certifying official 



Date 



Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets _____ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See 

continuation sheet for additional comments.) 



Signature of commenting or other official Date 



State or Federal agency and bureau 



American Indian Tribe 



Palmolive Building 

Name of Property 



Cook, Illinois 

County and State 



4. National Park Service Certification 



I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

-^-entered in the National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 

National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the 

National Register 

removed from the National Register 

___ other (explain): 



5. Classification 



Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

_X_ private 

public-local 

public-State 

_ public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

_X_ buildmg(s) 

district 

site 

structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0 buildings 

0 0 sites 

0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

1 0 Total 



Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 
N/A 




Palmolive Building 

Name of Property 



Cook, Illinois 

County and State 



6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE/Work in Progress 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Art Deco 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

Foundation Stone 
Roof Asphalt 
Walls Limestone 
other Terra Cotta 

Narrative Description (Describe the histone and current condition of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 



Palmolive Building 

Name of Property 



Cook, Illinois 
County and State 



8. State ment of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 

of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Critena Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

____ F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance 1929 

Significant Dates 1929 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder Holabird, John Auger Jr. and Root, John Wellborn Jr. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 



Palmolive Building 

Name of Property 



Cook, Illinois 

County and State 



> 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 

_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 

Federal agency 

_X_ Local government 

University 

_X_ Other 

Name of repository 

Commission on Chicago Landmarks; Chicago Historical Society 



10. Geographical Data 



Acreage of Property Less than 1 acre 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 16 448250 4638630 3 

2 4 

See continuation sheet. 



Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 



Palmolive Building Cook, Illinois 

Name of Property County and State 



11. Form Prepared By 



name/title 


Susan Baldwin and Lara Ramsey 








organization 




Baldwin Historic Properties 


date 


2/01/2003 


street & number 


233 East Wacker Drive, #410 


telephone 


312/228-0707 


city or town 


Chicago 


state 


IL 


zip code 60601 



Additional Documentation 



Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 



Pro perty Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Draper and Kramer, Inc. L.L.C. 

street & number 33 West Monroe, Suite 1900 telephone 312/795-2377 

city or town Chicago state IL zip code 60603 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National 
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, 
and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per 
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and 
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and 
the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
Summary 

The Palmolive Building, located at 919 North Michigan Avenue in Chicago, Illinois, stands at the 
southeast comer of North Michigan and Walton streets, near the northern end of North Michigan 
Avenue’s ‘‘Magnificent Mile,” about a mile north of the Loop’s financial district. The Art Deco 
skyscraper rises thirty-seven stories, with a series of setbacks above a two-story base, which in turn 
rests on a basement and sub-basements on hardpan caissons on bedrock. The architects were 
Holabird and Root. The building plan is basically rectangular at street level, extending 
approximately 172 feet facing on North Michigan Avenue and 231 feet along Walton Street, to the 
property lines on all sides at the first floor level. The main entrance faces north onto Walton Street, 
with both north and west elevations treated as primary facades. The south, rear elevation adjoins a 
three-story building, and the east elevation wall is adjacent to the neighboring building. The 
structure is steel-framed with concrete floors. The first and second stories on the north and west 
facades are faced with storefronts framed with metal. Above that, on all elevations, the building is 
faced with limestone. The design of the undulating facade is strongly vertical in the modernist 
mode, with little embellishment other than decorative spandrels of dark terra cotta between 
projecting bays. 

Exterior 

The fapade of the Palmolive Building is both the most symmetrical and the most complex of the 
Art Deco skyscrapers designed by Holabird and Root. Above the rectangle of the two-story base, 
the fapade is similarly treated on all four elevations. The plan pulls in to form the shape of the 
capital letter I, with the short bars facing west and east. Rising through the center of the plan is the 
core thirty-seven story tower, flanked by symmetrical wings wrapping around on the east and west 
ends that telescope with setbacks at the 3 rd , 1 1 th , 18 th , 22 nd , 34 th and 37 th stories. At the core, the 
central five bays of the north and south elevations above the second story recess a depth of one bay 
and rise nearly unbroken to the thirty-seventh story. Because of the undulating surface of the 
facades, described as “prismatic volumes” by Carl Condit, the wings appear as buttresses to the 
core tower. 1 The core of the building is seven bays wide east to west, by three bays in width from 
north to south. The wings extend the facades to eleven bays by five bays at the third floor. In 
addition, the first two stories have extra, recessed bays on both the east and south that drop off 
except for the three central bays of the east elevation, which rise to the 17 th story. Atop the 



1 Carl Condit, Chicago 1910-1929 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1973). 
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building rests the 37 th floor penthouse, appearing like the top layer of a cake with smooth planar 
wall surfaces and chamfered comers, surmounted by the 150-foot polished steel and aluminum 
mast that rises to 620 feet above the ground. The mast once supported the Palmolive Beacon, 
which was the most powerful aviation light in the world when it was first built and lit. While the 
original beacon light is no longer there, the mast remains in good condition and will soon support a 
refurbished 1944 beacon that is currently on the roof waiting to be mounted at the top of the mast. 

The smooth Indiana Bedford Limestone facing of the building is supported by 78 main building 
columns of steel, in turn supported on cylindrical concrete caissons that descend to bedrock at 132 
feet. The large number of setbacks required special construction, with special wind bracing 
features at the comers in addition to the offsetting of exterior columns at every setback. The floors 
of the building are steel pan and concrete joists carried on structural steel girders. 

Strong vertical emphasis is provided by the six symmetrical setbacks, by the alternating recessed 
and projecting bays of the facades, and by the continuous piers that divide the vertical strips of 
windows. The limestone facades are mostly devoid of ornament except for terra cotta spandrels on 
the recessed bays, which feature flat stylized decorations of papyrus. The windows of the upper 
stories, originally steel-framed double-hung sash, are mostly set in pairs divided by continuous 
mullions, with wider masonry bands framing the set. The windows were replaced in 1982 with 
metal-framed double-hung sash similar to the original. Each bay of the fapade, all the way around 
the building, projects or recedes from the one next to it. The projecting tiers are framed by 
continuous piers of limestone, and divided by smooth limestone spandrels, while each of the 
receding bays is narrowly framed and has a dark ornamented terra cotta spandrel. The result of this 
design is that the receding tiers appear as dark channels cutting upward through the pale facpade. 

The exception to this design is at the eighth floor, where the receding tiers on the east and west 
elevations and at the wrap-around portions of the north and south elevations feature carved 
limestone spandrels that project to the outer plane of the building. These panels, which feature 
incised scarab designs, are also located at the top of the receding bays at the tenth floor. 

Each of the setbacks at floors 11,18 and 22 wrap around the building core extending out from the 
core face of the building the depth of one bay at both the west and east ends of the building. 

Floors three through ten wrap around three bays on each end, floors eleven through seventeen 
wrap around three bays (with narrower end bays) and floors eighteen through twenty-two wrap 
around two and half bays on each end. At floors three through ten, each tier of windows has a set 
of two double-hung windows as described above. At the tenth floor, however, the windows are 
topped with a fixed transom. From the eleventh through the seventeenth floor, the facade sets 
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back, but is otherwise the same except that the end tiers on both the east and west ends (of five 
bays) and the end sections of the north and south elevations (three bays each) have only one single 
window each instead of a pair. At the eighteenth floor, it sets back again, having only three bays 
on the east and west ends. On the north and south sides at each end, the facade projects only 
slightly from the outside plane of the building. The projecting portion here is one plane containing 
two tiers of single windows — the only place on the entire facade where this condition exists. The 
other unusual condition of these wings is that the pairs of windows in the central receding bay on 
the east and west ends are divided by a wider masonry mullion. 

The twenty-third through the thirty-fourth floors rise relatively unbroken, with seven bays on the 
north and south elevations and three on the east and west. Each of these is as described above, with 
a set of two double-hung windows divided by continuous piers. At the 23 rd floor, the central 
recessed bays become more deeply recessed. At the 35 th story, the projecting bays are pulled in to 
a lesser depth, and the east and west are pulled in forming another setback. The thirty-seventh floor 
is a true penthouse, resting on the flat roof of the building and setting back from all sides. The 
plan is chamfered at all four comers, and a simple comice extends around the top below a parapet. 
While the walls are smooth, some of the windows are set in bays, with sets of two flanked by 
narrower, angled windows. Above the 37 th story' is a limestone faced mechanical penthouse that 
also serves as a base for the beacon. 

The Palmolive Beacon was supported on the extant mast, which is a steel framework sheathed 
with tapering units of brushed aluminum. Inside the framework, there was originally a small 
elevator to take one to the top, but it has been removed and only a ladder currently exists. Setting 
atop the mechanical penthouse is a refurbished 1944 beacon light, which will be reset atop the 
mast. 

Building Base 

The two lower stories of the building are faced with storefronts on the street elevations. The main 
building entrance faces north onto Walton Street, placed off-center in the third bay from the east. 

It was remodeled in 1967 and again in 1982 and consists of a glass and steel assembly covered 
with a steel-framed canopy that extends over the sidewalk. The storefronts are two-story units. 

The storefront bays - five on the west and 1 1 on the north- are each separated by cast iron fluted 
attached columns with illuminated terminations that extend above the second story of each 
storefront. Originally, the storefront window surrounds were of cast iron with nickel trim, but 
these were removed along with the original glass in 1967, though preserving the columns and most 
of the fluted cast-iron spandrels at the top of the second floor. The storefronts and entrance were 
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remodeled again in 1982, when they were re-designed in the spirit of the original, again preserving 
the original fluted attached columns extending above the 2 nd story cornice line between each 
storefront, illuminating and framing the storefronts. The existing storefronts on the west elevation 
and wrap-around bays of the north elevation feature slanted, projecting “bay” windows within each 
bay rather than the squared-off slight projection of the originals. Those of the central five bays of 
the north elevation, however, retain the flatter configuration of the original. The existing 
storefronts are also constructed of metal rather than the original cast iron, and without the nickel 
decorative trim. On all bays, transoms divide the display windows between the first and second 
stories. There have been additional alterations in store entrances since then, but the openings have 
retained their original size. At the time of the 1960’s remodeling, an original entrance from North 
Michigan Avenue into the arcade corridor, located in the central bay of the west faqade, was 
replaced by a display window, and this altered feature has been retained. 

Interior 

The interior of the ground floor, along with the second floor, was also remodeled in the 1960s and 
again in 1982, with some later alterations. Due to the remodeling in the 1960s, there are only a 
few finishes of the original lobby remaining in addition to the carved walnut panels of the 
elevators. On the west wall of the lobby is an opening leading to the original nickel staircase 
extending from the basement to the second floor. While never a grand staircase, it retains 
beautifully ornamented newel posts and balustrade. Also, while the basic plan of the entrance 
vestibule and elevator lobby remains, in the 1960s the arcade that extended around to the south of 
the elevator lobby and then west to the street was removed. The retail shops were rearranged and 
remodeled so that the shops form an “L” shape on the south and west sides of the elevator lobby. 
The finishes and fixtures of the lobby were altered again in 1982, with rose granite walls and new 
terrazzo floor. The original lobby walls were of Circassian walnut, and the floors were of marble. 
Recently, the 1982 finishes were removed and temporary plasterboard walls and ceilings were 
installed during construction. These will be replaced by new finishes including marble walls and 
new elevator doors to match the original, while preserving the carved panels. 

The elevators, claimed to be the fastest in the world when installed, are arranged for local and 
express service. Originally there were six express elevators to the right of the lobby, four of which 
ran express to the 16 th floor, with a stop at each floor to the 34 th . The other two continued up to 
the 36 th floor. The six local elevators to the left of the lobby stopped at each floor through the 15 th . 
Some time in the past, two of the local elevators and one of the express elevators were removed 
from service. The elevator doors, originally faced with Circassian walnut inset with nickel bands, 
are still accented with the original wood panels, carved by Enrique Alferez, of Native American 
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women in the .Art Deco style. The elevators, both doors and cab interiors, were remodeled in 1967 
and again in 1982 along with the lobby. At that time, the original carved panels on both on the 
doors and in the cabs were preserved, though the Circassian walnut around them was recovered in 
another wood. 

Originally there was an elegant restaurant and a lunch counter along the south side of the first 
floor, with other retail ranged around the west and north sides including a barber shop, valet, and 
cigar store. All of those spaces have been rearranged and now contain two retail stores, each 
entered from Michigan Avenue, and a coffee shop with its own entrance next to the entrance on 
Walton. The retail areas have had many alterations of both plan and finishes over the years, and 
the existing stores are currently undergoing remodeling. 

There are three stairwells that ascend through the building, in addition to the nickel stairs from the 
lobby to the second floor. These are all enclosed, steel-pan constructed stairs with concrete filled 
treads. There is one at the northeast comer of the building, one on the south behind the elevators, 
and one toward the west end of the building to the south of the corridor. From the 22 nd to the 37 th 
floor there are only two stairs, as the staircase at the northeast drops off with the setbacks. 

Upper floors 

The steel-pan and concrete joist floors are laid on steel girders. The floor plan of the upper floors 
remains much the same throughout the building height despite the setbacks, though the floor space 
ranges from 15,885 square feet at the first floor to only 2,914 square feet on the thirty-seventh. The 
elevators are located at the eastern third of the building, so that the double-loaded corridor extends 
from the elevators to the west, with varying lengths depending on the size of the floor and the type 
of tenant. The original elevator foyers had marble wainscots that extended to the tops of the doors, 
with Belgian black marble bases. Many of the extant elevator doors are the original double-panel, 
hollow metal doors with a decorative over grill. The floors of the corridors were originally 
terrazzo, some of which still exists beneath carpeting. Original door frames in the corridors were 
of walnut, but few remain. 

When the building was first completed, there was but one small bathroom on each floor, tucked 
away at the southeast comer of the building behind the elevators. This is still much the case today, 
so that men’s and women’s bathrooms alternate on each floor, although there are some additional 
bathrooms that have been installed to the west of the elevators. Most of the bathrooms have been 
remodeled over the years. 
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The office space floors are of smooth concrete, mostly covered with carpeting. The office spaces 
were intended from the opening of the building to be custom designed depending on the tenant’s 
needs and wishes, so that no two floor plans were the same. This has continued over the years, 
with additional alterations in the spaces and finishes. Typically, the ceilings have suspended 
acoustic tile and the walls are painted. 

The most extant interior spaces in the building are the original executive offices at the 37 th floor. 
Reached by an open staircase ascending along the south wall from the 36 th floor, the suite of 
offices is not, as imagined, modernist or Art Deco, but is traditional in design and finishes in the 
spirit of Georgian Revival. The painted stairs leads to a lofty reception hall with maple 
herringbone-patterned floors and openings leading into an office to the north, another office plus 
utility areas to the east, and a more formal hallway leading to the additional rooms on the west. 

The floors of the offices and hallway are of strip maple. The opening into the north office is 
formal, flanked by fluted pilasters with ionic columns and topped with a semicircular arch. The 
transom over the doorway, however, has been filled in with a vent and surrounding material. The 
reception hall also features bracketed cornice molding and a wainscot. The north room has painted 
walls with picture molding. The room to the east of this is faced with wood paneling and features a 
large bay window on the north. The hallway leading west is trimmed with painted wood 
baseboards and wall moldings. Two offices on the north side of the hall have wood paneling. At 
the end of the hall is a grand room extending all across the west end of the penthouse. From 
historic photographs, this room appears as original. It is faced with oak paneling below a 
decorative plaster ceiling. A fireplace with limestone mantel is located at the south end of the 
room, and sets of French doors at the chamfered northwest and southwest comers of the room lead 
out to the terrace on the west. 

Summary of Integrity 

The Palmolive Building retains excellent integrity. All four facades of the building appear as 
original, with all original exterior masonry and Terra Cotta features of the 3 rd through the 37 th 
stories remaining in good condition. In addition, the original steel and aluminum beacon mast has 
been preserved. Key features of the storefronts such as the openings and the double-height design, 
the attached columns with illuminated terminations, and upper level spandrels have all been 
preserved. In the interior, the artistry of sculptor Enrique Alferez and the ornamental nickel stairs 
have remained at the first floor, in addition to the elegant executive offices of the 37 th floor. The 
most serious remodeling of the building occurred in the 1960s when the first and second floors, 
both exterior and interior, were redone. The third through the fifteenth floors were also remodeled 
at that time with new finishes and ceiling-hung HVAC units above suspended ceilings. There was 
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also the application of a large sign on the building and a digital clock on the comer of Michigan 
and Walton, both of which have since been removed. In 1982, the original but deteriorated steel- 
framed, double-hung, one-over-one windows were replaced with new metal, double-hung, one- 
over-one sash like the original. Additional alterations have occurred over the years to the retail . 
spaces, and the offices of all floors have been redone over time. On many floors, however, the 
original central corridor configuration remains. 



